




The stowage plan was carefully thought 
out on each vehicle. Ready access to 
essentials and items regularly used was 

key. Crews would ensure gun mounts were not 
obstructed by any stowage for obvious reasons, 
and that the men could man them quickly 
and use them e� ectively against any targets. 
Camou� age nets and soft stowage would be 
jammed between heavy items to stop them 
rattling and moving when crossing rough 
terrain. Items would be tied on and the main load 
was usually under a painted tarpaulin to secure 
it and camou� age it. Often photos don’t show 
this arrangment because at every stop the patrol 

would refuel, do essential checks, and put a 
‘brew on’ (more tea). Only then would activities 
like taking photos be done and by then any 
tarpaulin would be removed to get access to 
supplies and equipment. 

Photos show what looks like a very 
disorganised loading process, but the 
reality was the opposite with great care 

and thought being used to place each item in an 
appropriate place. Each crew could organise their 
own load to suit their needs, but because they all 
had similar requirements and routines, the load 
pattern was essentially the same.

On-board stowage (continued)
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S11 ‘SIPOLILO’: Note the Matabele war shield 
spear and Knobkerrie on the radiator, and 
crude heat de� ector cowl over the engine
Courtesy of Jonathan Pittaway
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